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Senate Bill 438, An Act Concerning Certification of Stroke Centers 
 

 

Yale New Haven Health System (YNHHS) appreciates the opportunity to submit testimony in 

support of Senate Bill 438, An Act Concerning Certification of Stroke Centers.  The bill 

seeks to, among other things, establish a process to recognize primary stroke centers in the state; 

require the Department of Public Health’s Office of Emergency Medical Services to adopt a 

nationally-recognized stroke assessment tool; establish care protocols for emergency medical 

service organizations relating to the assessment, treatment and transport of persons with stroke; 

and establish and implement a plan to achieve continuous quality improvement in the care 

provided to persons with stroke and the system for stroke response.  

 

Yale New Haven Health System (YNHHS) is Connecticut’s leading healthcare system with over 

19,000 employees and nearly 6000 medical staff.   

 

Through Bridgeport, Greenwich and Yale-New Haven Hospitals, and their affiliated 

organizations, YNHHS provides comprehensive, cost-effective, advanced patient care 

characterized by safety, quality and service. We offer our patients a range of healthcare services, 

from primary care to the most complex care available anywhere in the world. YNHHS hospital 

affiliates continue to be a safety-net for our communities, and we provide care 24 hours per day, 

seven days per week.  In addition to being economic engines for our communities, YNHHS 

hospitals care for more than one quarter of the State’s Medicaid patients and provide millions in 

free and uncompensated care to those who need our services and have no ability to pay for them. 

 

With the implementation of healthcare reform, hospitals must find new and strategic approaches 

to care for patients.  Since the Affordable Care Act penalizes hospitals for patient readmissions, 

the entire scope of care for a patient must be considered when treatment decisions are being 

made.  Patients who require specialized and complex care must be afforded access to facilities 

that will provide the best care, and treatment facilities must be provided appropriate guidelines to 

assure the best outcome for patients.  

 

Senate Bill 438 takes a step in the right direction to create a mechanism that will provide reliable 

care protocols for treating and caring for stroke patients in Connecticut, and it also builds on 

YNHHS’ quality and patient safety initiatives.  We therefore ask for your support on Senate Bill 

438. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.   


